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Volume 20 issue 4 Summer 2022 / 5782

Mark your Calendars
The Ten Commandments of Environmental Change:

Count Down for the Planet

Shavuot at the Taos Jewish Center
Saturday  June 4 LIVE (only) 6:00pm

Yes, we will eat dairy desserts. Yes, we will stand once more to hear 
the Torah’s Ten Commandments. And YES, we will explore a new set 

of Ten Commandments for the Environment. 
PLEASE BRING INFORMATION ABOUT ANY ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUP THAT YOU HOPE WILL HELP TO HEAL OUR PLANET. 

Local, national or international, it is all one, as we stand together to 
acknowledge the Commandments for Our Time. 

 ShabbatS and torah Study

June 3 and 24, TJC Kabbalat Shabbat, 6:30 on Zoom
June 17, B’nai Shalom Havurah Shabbat

June 24, TJC Kabbalat Shabbat
July 8 and 22, TJC Kabbalat Shabbat

July 15, B’nai Shalom Havurah Shabbat
August 12 and 26, TJC Kabbalat Shabbat

August 19, B’nai Shalom Havurah Shabbat
Torah Study, with Rabbi Judith HaLevy

June 18, July 9 and 23, August 13 and 27 
         Check eBlasts & emails  

for whether these will be on Zoom or Live.

Refugees. Illustration from Shalom Hartman Institute
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The Taos Jewish Center  
(TJC) is dedicated to fostering 
positive Jewish identity, by 

providing programs and services that 
enrich the lives of the people it serves 
in northern New Mexico.  
The TJC is open to all who wish to 
explore and participate in these expe-
riences that reflect and incorporate 
Jewish ethics, culture and observances.
board of directorS 
Gary Atias, President 
Lucy Melamed,  Vice President
Jay Levine, Treasurer (on leave)
Neal Friedman
Robert Fitzgerald
Cindy Grossman
Nancy Glaxon Harris
Gordon Hirsch
Karen Kerschen

HaKol, The Voice, is a community 
newsletter published quarterly by 
the Taos Jewish Center. 
Karen Kerschen, Editor and Designer
Roberta Lerman, Copy Editor 
Roberta Lerman, Annette Rubin, Beth 
Levine,   Proofreaders 
contributorS to thiS iSSue: 
Rabbi Judith HaLevy, Karen Kerschen, Bobbi 
Shapiro, Bette Myerson, Richard Rubin, Carmi 
Plaut, Neal Friedman, Gary Atias, Gordon 
Hirsch, Phyllis Landis, Beth Levine, Judy 
Herzl, Gale Dorion, Stan Riveles, Carole Levy, 
Jenny Goldberg.
To be on our mailing list, contact: 
    HaKol, Taos Jewish Center   
    1335 Gusdorf Rd, suite R  
    Taos, NM 87571  
    Tel. 575-758-8615 
    Email: tjc@newmex.com 
To submit content, contact:    
   Karen Kerschen 
   Email:  kkerschen@gmail.com 
   Tel. 505-583-2180
Copyright 2022,  
Taos Jewish Center. 
 All rights reserved.

Changes to the TJC Board of Directors
Gordon Hirsch, a longtime member of the Taos Jewish Center, 
has joined the board. Gordon is the son of a Holocaust survivor 
and German refugee.  He was born in New York City.  As a youth, 
he belonged to a Zionist youth group, the HaShomer HaTzair. After 
college, Gordon served in the Israeli army for two years.  He returned 
to the US in the late 1970’s to start a family.  Gordon moved to the bay 
area of California and graduated from Chiropractic college in 1989.  
He had a small, chiropractic practice in Los Gatos. In 2005 he retired 
to Taos.  He helped establish the Red Willow farmers market at Taos 
pueblo.   Under the umbrella of Men Engaged in Non-Violence, 
Gordon mentored youth at the Chrysallis and Taos middle school for 
several years  He also organized two “walks for non-violence” in Taos.  
He currently reads with second graders through the “for the love for 
reading” program and is a full member of the Taos Search and Rescue 
team. Gordon enjoys archaeology, cooking, woodworking, exploring, 
and flying his drone.
Jay Levine is taking a leave of absence.
Roxanne Preston has resigned the board, as she is moving to Tulsa 
for family reasons.
Nancy Glaxon Harris has graciously agreed to return to the board.

Editor’s POV 
Fire looms large in Hopi tales warning of Koyaanisqatsi, or life out 
of balance that has befallen the land. Firestorm licks the sky, smoke 
plumes hover.  As flames engulf villages, a leader seeks advice from 
Old Spider Woman, who reports that Little War Gods, sons of the 
Sun, are fighting. “Fletch two arrows with the feathers of the red-
shafted flicker and strike them into the ground,” she says and between 
them she weaves a web. As the inferno ascends, “Chew the mirage 
medicine and spit it into web,” which becomes solid as a rock and 
deflects the flames.  
Life out of balance is surely one aspect of our lives in current times, 
with fire and warfare, illness, drought and even food insecurity for 
the most vulnerable. It seems good sense is thwarted by politics. We 
look to science and religion, and turn to one another as a tribe, to take 
comfort in our own ancient teachings. 
Shavuot celebrates the foundation of our teachings, in the Torah. 
We study its parshi’yot and look to the midrashim for relevance in 
contemporary life. 
This issue of HaKol provides avenues for such exploration. You’ll find 
opportunities to help both evacuees and firefighters on page 4. Join us 
for our numerous Shabbatons, sponsored twice monthly by the TJC 
and once monthly by B’nai Shalom Havurah. 
This issue of Kolot (pp. 16-42) has Talmudic mysticism, delicious 
recipes, and several articles about Ukraine — its history, personal 
narratives contributed by members of our community, including 
remarkable heroics.

Karen Kerschen

mailto:tjc@newmex.com
mailto:kkerschen@gmail.com
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Letter from the President   
Inching Back to Normal

Dear Friends,

I hope that 2022 is off to a good start for you. It hasn’t been particularly good 
for our planet. Here in Northern New Mexico, times seem to be exceptionally 
perilous. The threat of being incinerated, either by a forest fire or an atomic 
attack, has never been greater. 
Anti-Semitic attacks are way up as is violence in general. Spring has been 
replaced by a new season called Wind. We allergy sufferers have had a bad 
few weeks. Covid is still killing people, but most people seem too tired of it 
to care.
Speaking of Covid, the scourge that has kept us physically apart, the State 
guidelines now allow for public gatherings, while still using some common 
sense. We had personal gatherings at the TJC for Purim and Yom HaShoah 
that were well attended. Rabbi Judith got everyone drunk at Purim, and 
Gordon Hirsch, along with Rabbi Judith, led a beautiful and solemn Yom 
HaShoah observance. I couldn’t attend, but I got wonderful reports about 
our Zoom Passover Seder too.
As always, the biggest thanks go to Rabbi Judith! 
You can expect Shabbat services either at the TJC or the Rio Grande Gorge 
Bridge Rest Area this summer. Additionally, we will finally have the long-
awaited return of our Membership Appreciation Brunches. The first one will 
be in August, mostly outdoors at my house. Details to follow.
I want to thank my fellow Board Members for carrying on so ably for me 
during my eight weeks in Costa Rica. I discovered that I’m a tropical kind 
of guy, and that getting a long respite from Taos winter weather is very good 
for my outlook on life. Please keep reading and contributing to Hakol and 
remember to check out our Zoom Torah Studies. Now, let’s all of us have a 
great summer!

E-Blasts are the email notices you receive from the TJC. Submissions for the e-blasts 
should be sent to Neal Friedman, at friedendo@gmail.com, with E-Blast on the Subject line.  
Deadline for a given week is the Wednesday before the following week’s mailing, which goes 
out on the Monday before the Shabbat.
 This means we request your input ten days before the Shabbat.

mailto:friedendo@gmail.com
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Help Taos County Residents Displaced by Wildfires ― 2 Ways to Volunteer

Mercy Chefs, a faith-based organization, sent staff from across the country to Taos at the onset 
of the fire emergency and paved the way for preparing several hundred meals within hours, to be 
distributed to shelters housing evacuees and feed firefighters. They have since left, but coordination 
of the work has been continued by St. James Episcopal Church and Taos Connects.
They need local volunteers. 
 A comprehensive portal to volunteer opportunities is found at   
            https://app.vomo.org/org/taos-connects

Work is being conducted at two locations in town -- 
The Juan I Gonzales Ag Center, at 202 Chamisa Rd., Taos and  
The Taos County Economic Development Center Kitchen, located at 1021 Salazar Rd. 
Again, register to volunteer at the website, https://app.vomo.org/org/taos-connects

This message from Deacon Jill, of St. James Episcopal Church:

“Alright folks ... we have updates on how to help w/meals and snacks for our evacuees/volunteers 
at the AG Center, and in support of some of our National Guard Troops.
1 - we are still looking for breakfast and snack sign ups daily to be delivered to the AG Center.
2 - we are COOKING/MAKING lunches daily at TCEDC for delivery to the AG Center.
3 - we are working with RESTAURANTS daily to provide dinner nightly, and a driver to pick up 
from the restaurant and deliver to the AG Center.
4 - general volunteer shifts to help as needed at the AG Center.”
Please go to this site to sign up and help.

https://app.vomo.org/org/taos-connects

Fire viewed from West Rim Road, 5/13/22, by Karen Kerschen
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Rabbi’s counsel 

SHAVUOT. It seems to be the holiday that we are not quite sure about. Is this the 
one where we eat dairy, or is that Chanukah? Is this the one where we celebrate the 
Torah, or is that Simchat Torah? Is this the holiday where we express our concern 
about our rapidly changing environment, or is that Tu B’Shvat? The answer is YES!

Shavuot , which means Weeks, occurs exactly forty 
nine days after the second day of Passover.
And from the day on which you bring the sheaf of 
the elevation offering — the day after the Sabbath— 
you shall count off seven weeks … Then you shall 
bring an offering of new grain to the Lord. You 
shall bring in two loaves of bread as an elevation 
offering.…
From matzah to freshly baked bread, we are given 
forty nine days to examine our actions and attitudes 
by counting the Omer, literally a measure of barley 
but taken by the sages to mean our “portion” for 
each of these special days. 
This has been the most painful Omer period that 
I can remember. The war in Ukraine, a tyrannical 
attempt to conquer an independent nation without 
provocation, began just as we ushered in Passover. 
The nightly images of destruction and devastation 
have been horrific, despite the indomitable spirit of 
the Ukrainian people. 
Food insufficiency in developing  nations soared 
as supply chains were cut off from the Ukraine 
breadbasket. Oil and gas prices continued to climb  
in the US and Europe, as we attempt to cut off our  
dependence of Russian fuel. 
Meanwhile, Covid-19 has claimed the lives of over 
one million Americans, five million and counting 
worldwide. 
On a local level, what is fast becoming  the largest 
fire in New Mexico history erupted within sight of 
our Taos community, filling our lungs with smoke 
and fear. And above all, each day has seen the  daily 
evidence of the damage caused to our environment 
by human folly.
 It should not have come as a surprise, therefore, 
that my own Jewish Calendar for 5782 announced 
that Shavuot this year was also World Environment 
Day. 

Each year on Shavuot, we stand and hear the Ten 
Commandments given to the Jews on Mount Sinai 
in fire and smoke. 
I am the Lord Your God, Who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, the house of bondage. You shall 
have no other gods beside me…You shall not bow 
down to them and serve them. .For I will visit the 
guilt of the parents upon the children, upon the 
third and fourth generations…
I have always bristled at the thought that children 
should inherit the guilt of the parents. But what is 
the planet that I am now leaving to my seven year 
old grandson?
You shall not swear falsely. The January 6 hearings 
continue throughout this Omer period.  Remember 
the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
Have we been worshiping  our “American Idols” of 
success and fame, without giving ourselves and the 
land a rest as commanded? 
Honor your  father and your  mother, that you may 
long endure on the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you. How have we lost our values of honor 
and respect? You shall not commit murder? adultery? 
steal? Bear false witness? Surely the lies of the drug 
companies responsible for the current opioid crisis 
come to mind. You shall not covet… But the TV ads 
are  relentless… 
It is time to hear our Ten Commandments in 
a new way — the Ten Commandments for 
Shavuot and World Environment Day. 
Please join us on Saturday, June 4 at 6:00 pm, 
when we will stand to hear the Torah’s Ten 
Commandments and explore a new set of 
Ten Commandments for the Environment, to 
acknowledge the Commandments for Our Time. 

Rabbi Judith HaLevy
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Rosh Chodesh (name of month) haba alenynu v’al kol yisrael l’tovah.
May Rosh Chodesh (name of month) come to us and all Israel for goodness.  

May you give us long life,   
a  LIFE OF PEACE, A LIFE OF GOODNESS, A LIFE OF BLESSING.

Candlelighting  
Shabbat  Torah Parashat        Havdalah

5/20, 7:48 pm  Behar   5/21, 8:51 pm
5/27, 7:54 pm  Bechukotai  5/28, 8:57 pm
6/3, 7:58 pm  Bamidbar  6/4, 9:02 pm
6/10, 8:02 pm  Naso   6/11, 9:06 pm
6/17, 8:05 pm  Behaalotecha  6/18, 9:09 pm
6/24, 8:06 pm Shelach  6/25, 9:10 pm
7/1, 8:06 pm  Korach  7/2, 9:10 pm
7/8, 8:05 pm  Chukat  7/9, 9:08 pm
7/15, 8:02 pm  Balak   7/16, 9:04 pm
7/22, 7:58 pm  Pinchas  7/23, 8:59 pm
7/29, 7:53 pm  Matot - Massei 7/30, 8:52 pm
8/5, 7:46 pm  Devarim  8/6, 8:45 pm
8/12, 7:38 pm  Va’etchanan  8/13, 8:36 pm
8/19, 7:30 pm  Eikev   8/20, 8:27 pm
8/26, 7:20 pm  Re’eh   8/27, 8:17 pm 
9/2, 7:11 pm  Shoftim  9/3, 8:06 pm
9/9, 7:00 pm  Ki Teitzei  9/10, 7:56 pm
9/16, 6:50 pm  Ki Tavo  9/17, 7:45 pm
9/23, 6:40 pm Nitzavim  9/24, 7:34 pm

Rosh Chodesh
May 31  1 Sivan
June 30 1 Tammuz
July 29  1 Av
August 28 1 Elul

Barcelona Haggadah, ca 1450.Lithuania, 1921.
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Barcelona Haggadah, ca 1450.

K’doshim, Carmi Plaut
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Eretz Shalom Cemetery
Owned and dedicated in 1993 by Havurah B’nai Shalom, Eretz Shalom has affordable plots 
available on a pre-need or as-needed basis. It is located on Llano Mesa, south of town.  
Your family would appreciate having your arrangements already made.  
Contact cemetery administrators Steve Natelson (575/758-1094), Bruce Ross (575/758-8258) 
or Bruce Grossman (575/741-0888).

Update on  Welcoming Afghan 
Refugees to Northern New Mexico  
Our team of Taos and Santa Fe volunteers are ‘on 
hold,’ along with Lutheran Family Services (LFS), for 
the arrival of two Afghan families to support.  The 
crisis in Ukraine has affected funding and transport 
for Afghan refugees. 
As of now, we are expecting to be paired with a family 
as soon as September or a bit later. We will keep you 
informed. 
If you have not yet contributed to this effort (or would 
like to give more) we will be receiving donations 
as long as there is a need to help Afghan refugees. 
Send your tax-deductible donation to: B’nai Shalom 
Havurah, 810 Dillon Lane, Taos, NM 87571 and put 
“Afghans” on the memo line. Bette will send you an 
acknowledgement letter for your tax records.

Passings

Yahrtzeit Records 
To add or correct a Yartzeit record, here’s what’s needed:

Complete name of loved one.
Hebrew name (including parents), if known
Complete memorial date, day/month/year
Relationship to the loved one (parent, sibling, etc.)
Please send the information directly to  

 Bruce Grossman, at grossman@taosnet.com.

Welcome the Stranger, by Carmi Plaut

mailto:grossman@taosnet.com
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TJC Kabbalat Shabbats
Typically the second and fourth Fridays 
of each month, Rabbi Judith HaLevy 
conducts Shabbat via Zoom.  We light 
Shabbat candles, make Kiddush, honor 
the Shabbat bride, sing blessings for those 
in need of healing. And we remember the 
deceased with the Mourners’ Kaddish.  
The Rabbi leads prayers and a discussion 
pertinent to the time, season and Torah.  
It’s always a stimulating and grounding hour 
and a half to usher in the Shabbat.
TJC Kabbalat Shabbats are announced in 
the TJC eBlasts. To add your name, you 
can email the TJC at tjc@newmex.com and 
include in the subject line, ‘Add me to the 
TJC eBlast list.’ 
The following Saturday morning, Rabbi 
Judith conducts Torah Study from 10-11:30 
am, with discussions relevant to current 
times.
Also, check out Rabbi Judith’s videos of the 
Torah parashat on the TJC website  
at taosjewishcenter.org/rabbi-s-corner-new

B’Nai Shalom Havurah
B’nai Shalom Havurah meets monthly, typically the third Friday of the month.
Upcoming dates for B’nai Shalom Shabbats are May 20, June 17, July 15 and August 19  at 6:30.  
May 20 will be on Zoom, hosted by Bette Myerson. 
Rabbi Chavah will teach a D’Var Torah on that date.

 The B’nai Shalom Board will decide a week prior to the June, July and August dates if they will be in 
person.   If so, they will be at members’ homes..  If they are in person, we will have a computer set up 
for folks to join us via Zoom. 

EVERYONE is welcome.   If you do not regularly get B’nai Shalom emails,  
let us know and we will put you on the list.   
For more information, contact Annette Rubin  575-776-5426 rubin.annette@gmail.com  
or Bette Myerson   575-758-3376 bette@taosnet.com

Challah and photo by Carole Levy
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Taos Organizations that Feed the Hungry     
The Shared Table, c/o El Pueblito United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 1302, El 
Prado, NM   87529  www.elpueblitoumc.org

The Taos Coalition to End Homelessness, P.O. Box 1516, Taos, NM   87571  
www.taosmensshelter.org

St James Episcopal Church Food Pantry, 208 Camino de Santiago, Taos, NM   
87571  www.stjamestaos.com

Taos Immigrant Allies, c/o B’nai Shalom Havurah, 810 Dillon Lane, Taos, NM   
87571   www.taosimmigrantallies.org

Sin Fronteras, P.O. Box 531, Ranchos de Taos, NM   87557 (you can find them on 
Facebook)
HEART of Taos, P.O. Box 613, Taos, NM   87571    www.HEARToftaos.org
Help for Afghan Refugees in New Mexico  c/o B’nai Shalom Havurah, 810 
Dillon Lane, Taos, NM   87571   Put “Afghans” on the Memo line of your check.
Neem Karoli Baba Ashram and Hanuman Temple  
416 Geronimo Lane, Taos, NM 87571 www.nkbashram.org 

Thank you for anything you can give.   No donation is too small.

B’nai Shalom Mitzvah Fund 
B’nai Shalom maintains a small fund that gives a little help to folks in the Taos community with finan-
cial needs.   If you want to contribute to this effort, you can send a tax deductible donation to B’nai 
Shalom Havurah, 810 Dillon Lane, Taos, NM 87571 and Bette will send you a receipt for your tax records.   
Know that you are contributing to tikkun olam and your money will be used wisely.  Make a tax-deduc-
table donation to help someone local who is in need.  
For questions or information, contact Bette Myerson (575-758-3376 or bette@taosnet.com).
Chaverim of TJC 
The Chaverim (Hebrew for Friends or Volunteers) can provide assistance and support to members of our 
congregation, such as rides to appointments, picking up groceries, prescriptions, or borrowing  
library books.  
Send your request to tjc@newmex.com, with Chaverim in the subject line 
or call the TJC at 575-758-8615.
Meals for the Men’s Homeless Shelter 
Distribution of meals every 3rd Thursday. Please be part of this important community mitzvah. Participate 
when you can. Contact Roberta at rlerman57@gmail.com.

Taos Elders and Neighbors Together (TENT) 
A membership, non-denominational community organization to  
provide transportation, caregiver relief and minor home repairs  
to help elders maintain independence at home. Further info: TaosElders.org 
For further information, visit TaosElders.org or call 575-224-6335.  

Mitzvot

http://www.elpueblitoumc.org
http://www.taosmensshelter.org
http://www.stjamestaos.com
http://www.taosimmigrantallies.org
http://www.HEARToftaos.org
http://www.nkbashram.org
mailto:bette@taosnet.com
mailto:tjc@newmex.com
mailto:rlerman57@gmail.com
http:// TaosElders.org
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TJC Book Group
June 20: The World That We Knew, by Alice Hoffman. Berlin, 1941. Two women create a golem as 
a protective companion for a 12-year-old girl’s flight to safety from the Nazis. A thriller with Jewish 
mystical, magic-realist touches. (Karen Kerschen)

July 18: The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek, by Kim Michele Richardson. 1936. Deep in the woods 
of Troublesome Creek, KY, lives blue-skinned 19-year-old Cussy Carter, the last living female of the 
rare Blue People ancestry. Lonely, she joins the historical Pack Horse Library Project, riding across 
slippery creek beds and up treacherous mountains on her faithful mule to deliver books and other 
reading material to the impoverished hill people of Eastern Kentucky. (Diane Friedman)

August 15: We’ll be selecting the books we’ll discuss in the coming year.
Please send your suggestions to Diane Friedman. We ask that they be books easily available, 
and  that you’ve read at least a quarter of the book before recommending it.



TJC Book Group meets every month on the third Monday at noon, via Zoom. 
 Join us, even if you haven’t read the book or are shy about sharing your thoughts.  

Services, resources  to share
Are you an individual with a skill you’d like to make known to the TJC community?  
Write a brief classified and send it to kkerschen@gmail.com for a listing.

Hebrew Lessons
Planning a trip to Israel?
In need of Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation?
Wanting to improve your Hebrew literacy?
Call TJC member and experienced Hebrew tutor and native speaker,
 Judah Botzer at (575)-751-0779 email -- jbotzer@outlook.com

Debora Seidman, Private Writing Coaching and Mentorship 
Sacred Writing Circles are held twice a month, Sunday noon via Zoom
 https://deboraseidman.com/programs/circles/
“Writing your Deepest Prayer,”: a 14-day online writing program offered through DailyOm.com. 
website -- www.DeboraSeidman.com     email -- Debora@DeboraSeidman.com

Memoir / Ghostwriting, with Karen Kerschen
If you’ve considered writing your memoir or have a manuscript that would benefit from editorial 
refining, I can be of service. Years of experience working collaboratively and independently, in 
biography and scientific work.  kkerschen@gmail.com, (505) 583-2180.

TJC Roger Lerman Library
The library is closed. Contact person is William Westbury,. wmarthurwestbury@gmail.com.

TJC Program Content
Contact Lucy Melamed at lucymmel@hotmail.com 

mailto:wmarthurwestbury@gmail.com
mailto:lucymmel@hotmail.com


Please Support our Business Sponsors 
If you have a business, profession, trade or service,  

consider sponsoring the TJC & HaKol with an advertisement.
Business-card size, $375; larger size, $650 / annually.

Contact Gary Atias, at atiastao@msn.com
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The New Mexico Jewish Link, published by the NM Jewish Federation, is calling for articles for their 
Summer issue. They’re looking for Travel ideas for exploring the Southwest, Summer food, including 
restaurant reviews, Gardening tips, Healthy living, activities for children out of school, and Personal 
and professional development (Jewish related and non-Jewish related).
Its Professional Directory is becoming a Marketplace, with free and paid ads for services offered, items for 
sale, property for rent or sale.
A page will be dedicated to announce births, weddings, B’nai Mitzvahs, engagements, and funerals. Send 
us any information and accompanying pictures by the June 10th deadline for the summer issue.
Submittals and questions should be sent to Bonnie@jewishnewmexico.org

NATELSON LAW FIRM
411 CAMINO DE LA PLACITA

TAOS, NEW MEXICO 87571-6192

(575) 758-4844
FAX (575) 758-9283

STEPHEN NATELSON
natelsonstephen@qwestoffice.net

JUDITH KASPER, ASSOCIATE
jkasper@qwestoffice.net

Staff
Tomasita E. Garcia, Paralegal

mailto:natelsonstephen@qwestoffice.net
mailto:jkasper@qwestoffice.net
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Carmi Plaut

TJC COVID-19 guidelines

Reopening will not occur until approved 
by a majority of the Board of the TJC.  
Each event will need to be approved by the 
Board until all restrictions are lifted. 
Re-opening attendance be limited to those 
members who have been fully vaccinated at least 
2 weeks before. Only members will be permitted 
to attend indoor events at the TJC.
No non-members will be admitted unless they 
are fully vaccinated at least 2 weeks before.
Maximum occupancy at gatherings is considered 
to be 80 attendees. 20 attendees be considered 
25% occupancy, 24 = 30%, 40 = 50% and 60 = 75%.  
We will adhere to percentage recommendations 
by county or  state. 
At least 1 Board member will be available at each 
event at the door to screen people entering. No 
member will be admitted without screening. No 
event will take place without a Board member 
present. 
No member will be admitted if not feeling well, 
sneezing or coughing or having an elevated 
temperature, fully vaccinated or not. 
The TJC will be thoroughly cleaned after each 
use.
Hand sanitizer and soap and water will be 
available at all times.

The wearing of masks is suggested for all attendees 
indoors -- especially those  with chronic health 
conditions. As per current guidelines, this is not 
mandatory, but strongly suggested. 
 We should continue to offer ZOOM services 
from the TJC as long as there is a demand and 
attendance.
 All chairs should be placed and maintained at least 
3 feet away from each other.
 No worship items should be physically shared, i.e. 
Kiddush cups, wine cups, Challah.
 Maximum ventilation will be maintained at all 
times. This includes either both doors being open, 
or one door and several windows. The library and 
the loft will have at least one window open at all 
times.
 Outdoor events may be attended by all TJC 
members and guests. Fully vaccinated attendees 
may be unmasked; however, all non-vaccinated 
attendees must be masked at all times and be at 
least 6 feet distanced from other individuals. 
 Any member not adhering to these guidelines will 
be evaluated for termination from the TJC by the 
TJC Board. 

Neal Friedman, MD



TJC Annual Membership Pledge  
5782 (2021-2022)

     Name _________________________________________________________    Date_____________
  _____  Renewing  _____  New Membership         Individual ____ Family _____

Last name ____________________    First name _____________   DOB ______    Email_____________________________
Last name ____________________    First name _____________   DOB ______    Email_____________________________

Child ’s Last name First name Birth date Child ’s age and grade in Sept.

Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________________
Physical address ____________________________________________________________________________
 Land line _____________________  Cell phone__________________ Cell phone _________________

The Taos Jewish Center, a faith-based non-profit 501c3 organization,  
is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation of New Mexico.

All donations are tax deductible � greatly appreciated. 
The Taos Jewish Center is located at 1335 Gusdorf Road, Suite R, Taos, NM 87571. 

Visit our website  at taosjewishcenter.org. Email us at tjc@newmex.com. Call us at (575)-758-8615.
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 Membership Level 
 Sustaining -- $ 1854 and above _____________  Family -- $375 _________ 
 Platinum -- $ 1440 ______________    Individual -- $ 200 _________
 Contributing -- $ 720 ________________   Student -- $ 90_________
  Other _________ (Please call us at (575) 758-8615 to discuss what you can afford.)

 Ongoing Community support -- always appreciated!
 Rabbi Fund _____________ Torah Fund ____________  High Holy Days Pledge ________  

               I pledge to pay in Full _________________  Monthly ________  Quarterly ________
       By Check __________ By PayPal (taosjewishcenter.org) ______  
        If by Credit Card _____, phone number ________________________
  Note: A 3% service charge will be added to all Credit Card payments. 

   To pay by credit card, call  575 / 758 - 8615 and leave a message.     
   Someone from TJC will call you back to make the transaction. 

Mail form and check to Taos Jewish Center, 1335 Gusdorf Road, Suite R, Taos NM 87571.

Another option for senior members taking a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your 
retirement funds is to instruct your fiscal intermediary to disburse your membership contribution to the 
TJC funds or pledges directly to the TJC before your RMD is taken for the year.  
This reduces the taxable portion of the RMD, providing both you and TJC a mitzvah!

    Yahrtzeits
Name ________________________________________________________ Date _____________   
Name ________________________________________________________ Date _____________   
Name ________________________________________________________ Date _____________   

http://taosjewishcenter.org
mailto:tjc%40taosjewishcenter.org.Call?subject=
http://taosjewishcenter.org


Support The Taos Jewish Center (TJC)  
Membership at any level includes participation  
at all High Holy Days services, as well as community 
 gatherings and events throughout the year.

No family or individual is turned away for lack of funds.

Add your name with a donation  
that remembers a lifetime.

A book of the Torah-- $ 1800 - $ 7200
A Favorite Parasha-- $ 180 - $ 1800

Rabbi Fund
Your generous donation 

supports the TJC’s programming, 
including Zoom Shabbatons with 
Rabbi Judith HaLevy.

When it’s safe  to do so, we’ll 
again enjoy Friday night potluck 
dinners & Kabbalat Shabbats, 
Saturday morning Shabbat 
services � Torah studies.

Sponsor -- $ 600.
Co-Sponsor -- $ 300.
Assoc. Sponsor -- $ 150. - $ 180.

Build the Taos Jewish Center Legacy
Your charitable contributions sustain our growing Jewish community and provide a home for Jews in 
Taos for generations to come. Consider contributing  through planned-giving vehicles.

 Bequests -- Include the TJC in your will or living trust.
 Life Insurance -- Name the TJC as a beneficiary.
 Gifts of stock or securities -- Donate and get a significant tax deduction.

Torah Fund
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 The next issue of HaKol  
will focus on the High Holidays, 
5783 which begins on September 

25th. I aim to release HaKol 
September 12th. I look forward to 

receiving your writings and art,  
for The Creative/Expressive Pages.

Optimistic deadline: August 31st 
Firm deadline: September 5th 
(Earlier submissions always 

welcome!)

Send submissions to 
Karen Kerschen, Editor

kkerschen@gmail.com

In this Issue

Incantation for Rain, p. 17
Four who Entered Paradise, pp. 18-21
Gale Dorion Shares her Mother’s Recipes,  pp. 22-23
Why Ukraine Should Matter to the US, pp. 24-25
Ukraine Timeline and Maps, pp. 26-29
Beth Levine’s Ukrainian family story, pp. 30-35
Searching for my Grandfather / What Zelensky  
   has Given Me,  pp. 36-37
From Ukraine to Taos, p.38
Russian Roots, p. 39
Photos, p. 40
Interesting Articles and Links, pp.41-42

KO LOT / VOICES

Threshold Choir, singing at Taos Plaza,  in memory of pandemic-era losses. 
Photo by Karen Kerschen 

mailto:kkerschen@gmail.com
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incantation for Rain

When I was a little girl, my grandfather would tell me that for the Moshiakh to come, everyone 
in the world had to observe Shabbos two weeks in a row. I pondered this endlessly, wondering 
how to make this happen.
Now, with rain so desperately needed, I wonder if we can bring it about, by singing for it. I’ve 
been frustrated by not having the words accurately learned, so I looked them up, and thought I’d 
share them. I sing them while watering my garden, or looking up at the sky, wishing for rain. 

Karen Kerschen  
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FOUR WHO ENTERED PARADISE- Talmud Hagigah 14b
On Erev Shavuot, it is customary to delve into the “secrets” of Jewish mysticism. The 
story of the four sages who entered Paradise (and that can be anywhere on heaven or on earth) and 
the dangers of coming too close to the ineffable, are often recounted in the tale referenced below. 

 The Sages taught 
Four entered the orchard [pardes], that is, they dealt 
with the loftiest secrets of Torah, and they are as 
follows: Ben Azzai; and ben Zoma; Aher, the other, 
a name for Elisha ben Avuya; and Rabbi Akiva. 
Rabbi Akiva, the senior among them, said to them: 
When, upon your arrival in the upper worlds, you 
reach pure marble stones, do not say: Water, water, 
although they appear to be water, because it is 
stated, 

He who speaks falsehood shall not be established 
before My eyes.

(Psalms 101:7).

The Gemara proceeds to relate what happened to 
each of them: 
Ben Azzai glimpsed at the Divine Presence and 
died. And with regard to him the verse states, 

Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of 
His pious ones” 

(Psalms 116:15). 

Ben Zoma glimpsed at the Divine Presence and was 
harmed; that is, he lost his mind. And with regard to 
him the verse states, 

Have you found honey? Eat as much as is 
sufficient for you, lest you become full from it 
and vomit it. 

(Proverbs 25:16). 

Akher chopped down the shoots of saplings. In 
other words, he became a heretic. 
Rabbi Akiva came out safely. 

Four Who Entered Paradise
Four entered Pardes (The Holy Orchard)
One gazed and died.
One gazed and was injured
One gazed and cut down the saplings
One entered in peace and exited in peace.
     Talmud Yerushalmi, Tractate Chagiga 9a

In the summer of my fourteenth year, it was reported 
to my mother that I had been seen making out with 
Joe Ilvento, an Italian boy with a greased “ducktail” 
and a car. 
That’s it, she screamed! 
We lived in Long Branch, New Jersey, but there would 
be no ‘Under the Boardwalk’ for me. My mother was 
a member of Hadassah and she knew what to do. 
I was sent to Camp Tel Yehudah in Barryville, NY, 
a Zionist summer camp for teens. I was banished to 
boot camp  just for  kissing a non- Jewish boy. But by 
the time I dragged my suitcase off of the bus, I knew 
that  I had entered another Universe, picking up the 
thread that was to weave itself throughout my life. 
I did not understand that we  teens were the young 
shoots, the tender nitiyot that needed to be nourished 
after the decimation of the Holocaust. It was 1956, 
and if the young state of Israel was to survive, the 
Jews must be gathered from all of the nations where 
Jews had survived. 
Zionist summer youth camps were established to 
bring the young ones home. Mayim, Mayim, Mayim, 
Mayim we sang as we danced across the marble 
patio(ok, cement) our heads filled with dreams of a 
Pardes, a Holy place for a Holy people, reunited in 
their land after 2000 years.  The web of my life was 
woven into a Zionist  dream. I was hooked. 
After three summers at TY, it was time for the next 
step. Four of us were selected to represent Young 
Judaea at the Machon L’Madrechei Chutz L’Aretz, 
the Institute for Youth Leaders From Abroad in 
Jerusalem. 
The program offered a chance to be in Israel for a full 
year at no cost. In return, we were to pledge to work 
with Jewish camps and youth groups for two years, 
bringing as many as possible to Israel  on Aliyah. It 
was free, and the boys were Jewish, and it was my 
dream. How could my parents say no?
Four young women entered Pardes in August 1960. 
We were seventeen years old. Israel was twelve.    >>
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Paradise was nothing like the brochure.
Israel in 1960 was unsettled and unSettlered. A 
rickety Egged bus took us directly to The Machon 
in Katamon, a section of a Jerusalem that saw fierce 
battles in the War of Independence where  much 
had been reduced to rubble. 
We were housed in a repurposed Arab mansion 
with ornate marble and tile floors but no heat other 
than leaky kerosene heaters. It never occurred to 
me to ask whose house this had once been.
We were 92 students from 18 different countries. 
The mornings were devoted to studying Hebrew, 
the afternoons to Zionist history and philosophy.  
We climbed up to the top of the Mt. Zion Hotel, to 
catch a glimpse of The Western Wall in the distance. 
The Jewish portion of the city was a cacophony of 
buses, blaring horns, and a sea of languages. 
After five months in Jerusalem, our group was sent 
to Kibbutz Sde Boker in the Negev, which had also 
become the home of  Prime  Minister Ben Gurion.  
It became my privilege to bring fresh squeezed 
orange juice to his tsriff every morning, and listen 
to a repetitive lecture on “Atem Hanoar, You  are 
the youth who will save us.” I did not even know 
enough to be impressed.  

We were put to work in the orchards, pardesim of 
peaches and grapes. I was much more impressed by 
the bronzed Israeli kibbutzniks than any miracle of 
the desert in bloom.

Four entered Pardes
One gazed and died. 
The death of his faithful ones is precious in the 
eyes of Adonai.

 (Psalms.116:15)

(Spoiler alert: no one really dies, and redemption 
in this story is possible — just in case you are 
concerned.) 
Bat Azzai gazed into the eyes of young Uri and 
ascended. Her soul found its completion and she 
did not hesitate. She rode off on his tractor and I 
did not see her again for over fifty years. 

One gazed and was injured.

Bat Zoma was the most intelligent, the most daring 
and the most outrageous of  the  four. She was the 
Queen Bee, luring suitors without surcease, reveling 

in her new–found freedom. 

If you find honey, eat only what you need; lest, 
surfeiting yourself, you throw it up.

(Proverbs 25:16)

By spring, Bat Zoma  had grown seriously ill. Her 
lungs collapsed, and she was sent to the hospital 
and eventually home. Hurt, disconnected, and 
disappointed, she cut her ties to Israel, never to 
return.  She used her outrage and sense of Holy Justice 
to March for civil rights across the American South 
, eventually spearheading  the drive for excellence in  
Community College education throughout the US. 
She did not return . 
That left only two to complete the bargain.

One gazed and cut down the saplings

In our text the third is Elisha ben Avuyah, called the 
Aher, the Other, for his apostasy and rejection. “Ben 
Avuya looked and cut the shoots.” 
Our Bat Avuyah looked, was distracted, found 
comfort in other realms such as academia. She simply 
forgot to water the saplings. 
That left me,  the “other” Aher, a wannabe Akivah 
with a rebellious soul. I kept the bargain, leading 
Zionist summer camps throughout my college 
years. In 1966, I led an Israel trip of 240 teenagers 
sponsored by Hadassah. On the plane, I met the 
Israeli Madrich, who thought  that HE was in charge. 
This was my ticket to Paradise. We were married 
three months later, after returning to New York so 
that I could complete my Master’s degree. 

Ratz V’Shav. Run and Return. 

One year later, we returned to wild celebration.  
Jerusalem was “ours.” Paradise  burst into bloom.
I followed the thread through the passageways of 
Holy City, ignoring the soon to be demolished Arab 
houses clustered against the  Western Wall. We met 
an old friend, a lefty Israeli journalist, for lunch at the 
American Colony Hotel in the Arab Quarter. 

“I’m leaving,” said Maxim. “This will turn into an 
occupation, and steal the soul of Israel.”
He ‘cut the shoots’ and never returned.            >>
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Do not let your mouth lead your flesh into sin! 
(Ecclesiastes, 5:5)

The Aher in me started to look at my new home 
from a different perspective, but it took years of 
failed negotiations and a walk through the streets 
of Hebron, to turn my concern into despair. I was 
not ready to cut the shoots, but uncomfortable 
with a growing occupation. When my husband 
was offered a position in Mexico City, directing 
the Centro Deportivo Israelita, I was delighted.  
My husband was a Shaliach but not an angel. I 
felt betrayed by Israel and Israelis. Ten years of 
marriage and two children later, we divorced. 
The knot was untied.  My dream was over. 
Except that it wasn’t. The thread had turned color 
overnight. The yearning and desire for spiritual 
knowledge and meaning pulled me to Tepotzclan, 
an ancient Aztec spiritual center that I had visited 
before on holiday.

Draw me after you let us run. The King has 
brought me into his chambers. 

(Song of Songs, 1:4).

I entered the chamber and ascended the ladder. 
Rabbi Akivah himself, disguised as a Sufi Sheikh, 
opened the door as soon as I entered the rental 
house, which unbeknownst to me was the guest 
house of a Sufi compound. There were seekers 
from all over the world in my front yard. I left 
the rung of hurt, and stepped into the chamber 
of love, with Rumi to guide me. I reveled in the 
turning, the prayers the music. 
“You could become a  Sufi teacher,”  the Sheikh 
said.  
“Oh no,” I replied. “ I‘m Jewish! “  
“Well then,” he said, “Become a Rabbi.”
Over the next years, a new teacher appeared at 
every turn. One sheikh, and then another brought 
me into the Sufi community. I returned to the 
States via the Buddhist school Naropa, and was 
then passed on to Reb Zalman, Reb Shlomo 
Carlebach and my teacher  Rabbi Jonathan 
Omerman. Each chamber opened into realms 
and realms of spiritual knowledge. I moved to 
Taos ,New Mexico, where my heart opened to the 
mountains and the sky.

I was ordained as a rabbi By Reb Zalman and Rabbi 
Omerman  in 1992, and followed the thread  to  
Los Angeles, where I helped my teacher Jonathan 
Omerman start Metivta, a Center  for Jewish 
Meditation. The spirit of Rabbi Nachman of Brezlov, 
who lived in the 19th century, drew me to teach his 
tale The Seven Beggars, and it was the start of the 
community of Sarah’s Tent. The thread wove its way 
into other dimensions ,pulling me along.  But still, 
there was no return to Israel.
In 1996 I was hired as a fulltime rabbi in Malibu, 
CA, and immediately I planned a synagogue trip. 
I returned to Israel as a visitor, but my heart was 
opened to a world that still held a huge part of my 
being. 
Ten years later, Rabbi Akiva did it again. In the guise 
of a teacher at the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem, 
he called to offer me a scholarship to a three year 
Rabbinic Leadership Program . I hesitated, thinking 
“I am over fifty and my Hebrew skills are not 
adequate. Can I ever catch up?” Rabbi Akiva just 
chuckled and winked.
For the next twelve years, each summer I ran and 
returned, ran and returned. I tiptoed through 
Hartman’s chamber of Chazal, (the Talmudic 
Rabbinical world) and ran straight into the room of 
the Zohar. There, I met my teacher, Melila Hellner-
Eshed. Her students have become a tightly woven 
community, exploring the realms of the Shechinah 
and  holy spirit in Jewish text. 
Rabbi Akiva entered in peace and exited in peace.
Despite my misgivings, I had returned to my Zionist 
roots. But had I returned in peace? I needed a sign.
A few years ago, I led my last synagogue trip to Israel 
with a guide who was inspired by Tel Yehudah, that 
same summer camp where  I began my journey. It 
was Friday afternoon, and I decided to take the 
group to the Southern Wall, where hopefully the 
Cantor and I could lead a service without protest. 
When we arrived at the Southern gate, the man in 
the kiosk said, “Here, he said. Take the key. Your 
group is alone. Stay as long  you like, just leave the 
key under the rock when you are done.” 
Really?                                                                   >>
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We stood alone in silence facing the ancient Wall. 
Swallows flitted in and out of the cracks. As sound 
of the muezzin drifted over the Wall, I felt the 
breath of the Shechinah on my neck. She brushed 
my cheek softly as she passed by to take her place 
for Shabbat. 
 I had entered in peace and returned in peace.  I 
was home.

Rabbi Judith HaLevy

Torah Dance, Carmi Plaut

Visual Prayer for Ukraine, Bobbi Shapiro
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My Mom, Audrey Picard, was the musician in our 
family. Dad was the chef. Notice I don’t say ‘cook’ 
because every thing Dad cooked was a masterpiece!
Mom played the piano, the accordion, and wrote 
music.  She would sometimes team up with Liz, her 
Memphis family cousin. For example in the 1950’s 
they wrote a song about ‘Rhonda the Reindoe’ long 
before Women’s Lib!!!

Granita au Ice
Makes 4 refrigerator trays 

1 1/2 cups of drip Espresso Coffee
2 quarts boiling water

This makes 6 cups of coffee, which must be 
strained through cheesecloth 

1 1/2 cups sugar
2 cups cold water

To make syrup — 
Dissolve sugar and water in sauce pan,  
   then bring to a rapid boil. 

Time for exactly 3 minutes.
Add coffee and cool.
Place in refrigerator trays.
Mix every 10-15 minutes to break up into crystals. 

Serve over sponge cake. 

One thing Mom wasn’t, was a cook!  But she tried,  
as indicated by her handwritten recipes that she 
kept in a three-ring binder, whose pages were 
spattered with butter, oil and other ingredients.

Gale Dorion shares  
her Mother’s Recipes

The caricature of Chef Max and his Attentive Family 
was drawn by Carmel, CA artist, Bill Bates. Maxine is 
the photographer, Mom is keeping the floor clean, I’m the 
jeweler.
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Mom did love thick, creamy desserts. When she gave choices,  
it meant to use what was at hand.   
Audrey Picard’s BISQUE CHOCOLAT
The main characteristic of a bisque is that it is smooth and velvety. 
The main benefit of this chocolate bisque, so writes my mom, 
 is that it can be frozen forever!!!

Makes 8 bake cups or similar size ramekins
Ingredients:
• 1/2 lb. triple vanilla Maillard (Vendome-Maison Glass*)  
    or Baker’s Semi Sweet Chocolate 
• 1/4 lb. Sweet butter
• 1/2 tsp. Vanilla flavoring 
• 1/2 tsp. Almond flavoring
• 1/2 cup grated shelled hazelnuts or almonds
• 1 cup heavy cream
* Grande Marnier (optional)
•1/4 cup powdered sugar
•Candied cherries 
•Cup Cake Bakers’ Cups or ramekins 

Directions 
Melt butter and chocolate in a double boiler. 
Chocolate need not be cooled. If too thick, add more butter. 
Place small bakers’ cups or ramekins on a cookie sheet. (Use double cups, if using instead of ramekins.)  
Drop 1 tablespoon of chocolate into each cup and make a coating by rolling the cup around. Put cups in 
freezer.
When frozen coat, add a second coating. 
Whip the cream until it begins to stiffen. 
(In hot weather, whip the cream over ice!)
Add Grand Marnier to taste, if using.
Add 1/4 cup powdered sugar, vanilla and almond flavoring. 
Combine and continue to beat until fairly stiff. 
Fold in 2 tablespoons of powdered nuts.
Chill until ready to use. 
Presentation
Lay out 8 fresh Bakers Cups. Remove one chocolate cup from the freezer at a time. Peel off cups one at 
a time, and if it’s a really hot day, place into the new cup and return it to the freezer. 
Be sure to hold chocolate in the middle. (Gale doesn’t know why!, but I suspect it’s so that it doesn’t 
crush/compress in your hands.)
Top each cup with the whipped cream.
Decorate with rest of nuts and a candied cherry. 

Return to freezer until time to serve.

Gale Dorion
* Vendome-Maison Glass referred to a shop in New Orleans, where Audrey’s sister lived, and where Audrey would shop when 
she visited her.

Audrey Sugarman Picard at about 30 
years old, about the time of the recipe 
book.
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For 30 years, I was a State Department 
nuclear arms control negotiator, and  helped 
work out the treaties with Russia that brought 
about nuclear reductions in  the 1980s and 90s. 
Some people confuse arms control with pacifism.  
I was never a pacifist. I have always believed in a 
nation’s right of self-defense, consistent with the 
UN Charter. Defense and diplomacy are twins 
— the  combination is the basis for successful 
negotiation. That is why I support the  people of 
Ukraine and their leaders in standing up for their 
country. 
But why should Ukraine matter to us? And why, 
as President Biden said in his  State of the Union 
address, should Americans support Ukraine’s efforts 
to repel the  wanton and unprovoked invasion by 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia? 

Here are three big  reasons.  
First, the law. Without exaggeration, Russia’s actions 
violate every foundational principle and obligation 
of international law. Put aside, for the moment, 
the UN Charter prohibition on “the threat or use 
of force against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state.” 
Russia is violating its own solemn assurances given 
to Ukraine in 1994 to respect its sovereignty and 
independence within its existing borders, and not 
to threaten or use force, including the threat or use 
of nuclear weapons. Needless to say, unprovoked 
invasion for the purpose of  dismembering Ukraine 
and replacing its democratic government is the very 
essence of aggressive war prohibited by law and 
agreement.  >>

Why Ukraine  
should matter to  
the United States
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The response is not to tolerate violation of the laws 
(however flawed) but to strengthen them. That is 
why the nearly universal public condemnation of 
the Russian invasion is so important. 
Second, political realism. In his speeches, Putin has 
claimed that the actions of  the West have caused 
this crisis. The expansion of NATO eastward, to 
include the  Baltic states, along with former Warsaw 
Pact members, has provoked Russia. 
Ukraine’s desire to join NATO is a tipping point 
— an imminent threat requiring  immediate action. 
Putin talks about the cultural and historical affinity 
of Russia and Ukraine, as well as the threat posed to 
the Russian-speaking population. 
Meanwhile, Russia’s military is targeting areas like 
Kharkiv, where Russian is the dominant language. 
Does this make sense? 
Bear in mind that the enlargement of NATO took 
place in stages in the full light of  day over a quarter-
century. The Baltics and Eastern European states 
— the states nearest Russia — entered in 2004. 
Ukraine was named as a possible candidate in 2008. 
That’s a long time ago. No doubt, Russia opposed 
these steps along the way. 
But in the run-up to the present crisis, Biden stated 
that Ukraine’s prospects for entering NATO are 
remote, and that the U.S. would not send troops to 
Ukraine or resist militarily. 
Until 2014, Russia and NATO cooperated to 
moderate threatening  military activities. But in 
2014, Russia grabbed Crimea; in 2016, it supported 
a proxy war conducted by Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. We failed to understand the 
implications — until now.  
However, to fail to do what we can to help Ukraine, 
without threatening military escalation, would 
weaken NATO itself. That is why the Biden 
Administration and the European allies in NATO 
and the EU have agreed on strong economic  

sanctions. Alone, sanctions cannot bring war to a halt. 
But they can have a longer-term impact by increasing 
the costs of war to Russia and increasing possibilities 
for eventual negotiations. 
NATO enlargement did not cause Russia’s political  
isolation from the rest of Europe; it is self-induced.  
Third, self-determination. In theory, a nation’s 
people have the right to decide  their own form of 
government and external relationships. In practice, 
freedom of  choice is hemmed in by geography and 
history. In these respects, Ukrainians have  been in a 
difficult situation.
The year 2014 was a democratic turning point in 
Ukraine. A popular revolt forced the president to flee 
the country and accept political asylum in Russia. 
Like many oligarchs in the region, he had acquired 
enormous personal wealth through corruption. But 
the immediate cause of his downfall was bowing to 
Russian pressure to end negotiations with the EU. 
Under the inspirational leadership of President 
Zelensky, and through national resistance to Russian 
aggression, Ukrainians are now seeking to exercise 
even greater control over their own future, as is their 
right. 
Where do we go from here? Look to an eventual 
accommodation wherein a democratic Ukraine 
can join the EU but not NATO, politically neutral 
(like  Austria) but economically oriented toward 
Europe. The time will come for a ceasefire, and then 
negotiations on a long-term solution can begin. War 
is incapable of deciding the issues.

Stanley Riveles
Stanley Riveles is a retired member of the State and 
Defense Departments. He and his wife live in Taos 
County. 
This article first appeared in the Taos News, and is 
reprinted with permission of the author.
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8th century to 13th century
The “Rus” people were originally 
Scandinavian traders and settlers who 
made their way from the Baltic Sea 
through the marshes and forests of 
Eastern Europe down toward the fertile 
riverlands of what’s now Ukraine. 
The Rus established Kiev in the 
9th century. In the 10th century, a 
Kievan Rus prince was baptized by a 
Byzantine priest on the Crimean coast; 
his conversion marked the advent of 
Orthodox Christianity among the 
Rus and remains a moment of great 
nationalist symbolism for Russians. 
Putin invoked it in a speech when 
justifying his annexation of Crimea.
Mongol invasions beginning in the 13th 
century subdued Kiev’s influence, and 
led eventually to the rise of other Rus 
settlements to the north, including 
Moscow. The Turkic descendants of 
the Mongol Golden Horde formed 
their own Khanate along the northern 
rim of the Black Sea.
16th century to 1812
Ukraine lies amidst competing 
empires and shifting borders. The 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
1569-1795) dominated much of 
Europe, but Ukraine was also invaded 
by Hungarians, Ottomans, Swedes, 
bands of Cossacks and the armies of 
successive Russian czars.
In the 17th century, Russia and Poland 
split much of Ukrainian territoryalong 
the Dnierper river. Catherine the 
Great imagined her domains along the 
Black Sea as “Novorossiya,” or “new 
Russia” -- a term revived by Putin in 
reference to eastern Ukraine.
The partitions of Poland in the late 
18th century led to the city of Lviv -- 
once a major regional hub and a center 

Ukraine’s History in Maps and Timeline

>>
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of Jewish culture in Eastern Europe -- falling under the rule of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire. By the mid-19th century, Ukrainian 
nationalism took hold from the traditions and dialects of the 

region’s peasants and the aspirations of 
intellectuals who had fled the stifling rule 
of Russia rule further to the east.
1914 to 1918
World War I and the Bolshevik revolution 
in 1917 triggered more traumas and 
upheaval in what now constitutes Ukraine. 
The new Bolshevik government signed 
a treaty in the town of Brest-Litovsk in 
1918 ceding some of Russia’s domains and 
recognizing the independence of Ukraine.
The terms of the treaty were nullified 
by Germany’s defeat later that year, but 
Ukrainian nationalism sprung up in Lviv, 
Kiev and Kharkiv, eventually suppressed 
amid the wider struggle for power in 
Russia.
1919 to 1922
After World War I, Poland reclaimed Lviv 
and western Ukraine. The battleground 
pitted Bolshevik forces against loyalists 
to the old czarist regime as well as other 
political opportunists. The triumphant 
Bolsheviks declared the Ukrainian 
Socialist Soviet Republic in 1922.
Ukraine suffered mightily under Soviet 
despot Josef Stalin in the late 1920s and early 
1930s, its rural population dispossessed 
by Stalin’s aggressive collectivization 
policies. A man-made famine in 1932-3 
led to the deaths of some three million 
people. Russian speakers were moved into 
Ukraine’s hollowed out towns and cities, 
leaving a demographic footprint that 
defines Ukraine’s divisive politics to this 
day.
1945 to 1954
World War II ravaged Ukraine, which 
Hitler envisioned as the breadbasket 
of the German empire. It became a 
hideous bloody warzone. Some Ukrainian 
nationalists, particularly in western 
Ukraine, cooperated for a time with 
Nazi authorities. The “fascism” of these 

>>
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Ukrainian guerrillas still 
generates controversy 
now. Militant elements 
in the anti-Yanukovych 
protest movement actively 
embraced that legacy. The 
Kremlin’s propaganda 
organs, meanwhile, used 
this history to label the 
new government in Kiev 
as one riding on a wave of 
“neo-Nazism.”
After the end of World War 
II, the Soviet Union claimed 
Lviv and its surrounding 
lands in Ukraine’s west. The 
Crimean peninsula, whose 
population was majority 
Russian (after the mass 
deportation of Crimea’s 
Tatars), was formally ceded 
from Russia to the Ukrainian 
socialist republic in 1954 
by Soviet leader Nikita 
Khruschev.
Fall of  U.S.S.R. to 2015
With the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Ukraine 
emerged as one many new 
independent post-Soviet 
states in 1991. Its politics 
were riven by regional divides 
between the country’s west 
and the Russian-leaning east. 
In November 2013 the 
Ukrainian government 
of pro-Russian President 
Viktor Yanukovych, 
declined to sign a planned 
Association Agreement 
with the European Union. 
He was ousted amid protest 
demonstrations in Kyiv; 
a new government was 
installed by the Ukrainian 
parliament. 
With troops at a naval base 
in Sevastopol, a port city in 
Crimea’s southern 

>>
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tip, Russia  seized then annexed the territory of Crimea, a strategic Black Sea peninsula.  Russia has 
maintained its control over Crimea and supports pro-Russian separatist forces who control  parts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions of eastern Ukraine’s eastern industrial heartland, as of 2014. 
Russian missile strikes over eastern Ukraine bring down a military transport plane and a civilian flight 
of Malaysia Airlines. Casualties and deaths result from rocket attacks in the eastern city of Mariupol.
2016 to Present
In 2016 and 2017, NATO and Ukraine sign strategic foreign policy agreements. Ukraine’s agreement 
with the EU enters into force in September, 2017.
2019,  Ukraine’s constitutional amendment citing NATO membership as strategic foreign and security 
policy enters into force.  In April, Volodymyr Zelenskyy wins the presidency by a landslide victory. 
2020, Ukraine is granted NATO Enhanced Opportunity Partner status. 
April, 2021, Russia announces the start of mass military drills. Ukraine’s defense ministry reports that 
110,000  Russian troops are massing on the border in 56 battalion-sized tactical groups. December 2021, 
Russia presents a list of security demands to defuse the crisis. These include requirement that Ukraine 
never join NATO as a member state and that NATO cease military activity in eastern Europe and 
Ukraine. 
January, 2022, British intelligency exposes evidence of a plot to install a pro-Russian government in 
Ukraine.  US places 8500 troops on heightened alert to deploy to Europe, as NATO reinforces its 
eastern borders.
February, 2022, Russia launches joint maneuvers with Belarus, close to the Ukrainian border.  Two days 
later, Putin announces “a special military operation” in Ukraine. On 24 February 2022, Russia crossed 
into Ukraine from the north, east and south. In the weeks that follow, Russian forces besiege Ukraine’s 
major cities.
As of the end of April 2022, the number of Ukrainians fleeing their country surpass six million.

Sources for this Summary 
Much of the text is abridged from a 2015 article that appeared in the Washington Post  
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/03/09/maps-how-ukraine-became-ukraine/) 
and which featured the superb maps created by Gene Thorp. 
I’ve also taken text from the following:
https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/why-vladimir-putin-referring-eastern-ukraine-new-russia-1463130

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.
uk — Ukraine crisis: A timeline (2014 - 
present), prepared for UK Parliament.
My purpose for providing this information 
is educational and any errors in content or 
context are mine.

Karen Kerschen

Scapegoat, Carmi Plaut
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Beth Levine’s Family — Ukraine, History and Refugee Work

As many of you know (from the TJC eBlasts) my brother, Gary, has been spending time in Poland 
helping our cousins in Lviv, Ukraine, during this invasion of Ukraine by Putin. Now my brother’s 
mission is helping all refugees from Ukraine.

Gary has a strong sense of ethics: deciphering 
between right or wrong in the world. He became 
involved in politics the last few years. He and his 
daughter, Laura, my niece, went knocking on doors 
in Western Pennsylvania, trying to get people 
to vote. He and his wife, Ellen, host fundraising 
dinners at their house for democratic leaders 
running for office in the Philadelphia, PA district.
Besides his political interests, Gary has always 
had a “good heart.” If you presented Gary with a 
problem, he always wanted to help in any way that 
he could. Another aspect of his personality, he also 
enjoys his “creature comforts” and is known for 
owning a fancy car and a large boat/mini yacht. He 
likes to live a nice “lifestyle.” Knowing this about 
him made it especially hard for those of us in our 
family to switch our perceived views of my brother 
from a “metro-sexual type” of man who dresses in 
beautiful paisley designer shirts to the man we see 
on videos crossing into the border of Ukraine.
His daughter Laura, my niece, has been dating a 
man named Kevin who does “refugee work.” He 
most recently was working with Afghan refugees 
and living at Fort Dix in NJ for this work. He has 
contacts in Ukraine and Poland and helped my 
brother organize many rides to help get people out 
of Ukraine.
Our relatives in Lviv, Ukraine, come from my 
maternal grandfather, Max Blotner. Grandpa Max 
(to me) was born in the United States in 1895. One 
of our cousins, Malcolm Blotner, has researched the 
family genealogy. We’ve learned that the Blotner 
family originally lived in a Polish shtetl named 
Blotnia — the origin of the name Blotner.
Malcolm was instrumental in creating a family tree, 
organizing a Blotner family reunion in the Catskills 
back in 1984 and keeping us all up on family news. 
I remember meeting other Blotners at this reunion 
and having that familiar feeling “they look just like 
my Mother, Aunt, Grandfather... They all have pale 
skin and light blue eyes.  At that reunion I met 
cousins from: Louisiana, Canada, Massachusetts . 
. . I was also surprised to hear about relatives who 

had died during the Holocaust because I only knew 
the American born relatives here. 
Then one day back in February of this year, just 
after Russia invaded Ukraine, I received this email 
from Malcolm’s son, Steven.

Hello Blotner cousins, 
Many of you may remember that we have cousins in 
Ukraine.You may also remember that our cousin Oles 
Blotner was a very big help to my father, Malcolm 
Blotner. Oles was the one who created the family tree 
that I have sent out to you all. For that I am in his 
debt.
I have been in contact with Oles, offering what little 
support that I can from so far away.
Oles was kind enough to write a message for all his 
cousins. Let us all hope and pray for peace.

My siblings and I didn’t realize we still had cousins 
in Ukraine. We learned that Oles helped Steven’s 
father Malcolm with the family tree.
I went to look at the laminated copy of the family 
tree and looked on both sides (descendants of 
two brothers) but I couldn’t find the family from 
Ukraine. Next, I looked at the digital copy and I 
found them. (shown on the next page).
Then Oles’s letter was attached to Steven’s email: 

My dear relatives, 
My name is Oles Blotner, From Lviv Ukraine
First of all I would like to say how grateful we are 
for support. I would like to say thank you from the 
bottom of my heart personally to those of  You who 
writes to me, thanks to all American nation, and your 
government. This support is precious for us.
So, information about situation in Ukraine and 
Lviv. As you know on early morning of February 
24th, Putin declared military operation on Donbas 
region, which is a small part of Ukraine, but in fact he 
started a full-scale war with Ukraine. In that moment 
Ukrainian cities were hit by Russian rockets. Cities 
on the East not far from Donbas, center of Ukraine, 
North, especially Ukrainian capital Kyiv, and also 
cities on the West were attacked.  
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The Blotner family from Ukraine. So sad to see that three of the relatives perished during the World War II 
Holocaust. Our cousin Oles is listed with his full name “Oleksander.” He’s only 39 years old, close to two of my 
niece’s ages. His Father is the “Blotner.”  Inserts are photos of Oles from his Facebook page.
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Airports and air military bases, also civil objects, 
were targets. Also there were Russian military 
units intervention reports from territory of Russia 
annexed Crimea peninsular, from occupied territory 
of Donbas, from Russian territory on North-East 
of Ukraine, and even from territory of Republic of 
Belarus on the North.
From that moment every day Ukrainian cities were 
hit with rocket strikes. But the Ukrainian Army, 
the Air forces and the Navy are fighting against 
enemies. There were attempts to capture Kyiv, but 
they failed. Russians did not expect such respond and 
international support. Now their stocks of rockets are 
running out and intensity of rocket strikes are lower 
than on the first day of war. But Russian army, inner 
military forces, called Russian guard “rosgvardiya,” 
are still attacking, they manage to capture some small 
towns on the East North and South. They captured 
Chernobyl Atom electric station.
While I am writing this letter there must be talks 
between Ukrainian and Russian delegation not far 
from Belarus border. But I do not believe in those 
talks – Russians lie. The first day was the hardest in 
Lviv, shelling not far from city, queues for petrol and 
to ATM and drugstores, but also there were queues 
to territorial defense forces, gun stores and to Blood 
center to donate blood. 
Now city looks like it holds its breath but actually it 
is concentrated, no panic, part of residents work as 
volunteers collecting products for refugees and army, 
all time somebody arrives with goods, somebody 
working as guard on block posts, somebody makes 

Molotov cocktails.

 And I know that Russia now will try old tactic to 
undermine international unity to find their way 
out and to collect some benefits. They will say that 
it is actually fault of the West and US politic of 
enlargement, do not believe, Ukraine is independent 
state with long history of fighting for independence, 
and it is our decision to go West, like Baltic states, like 
Poland, to be democratic, free, strong and wealthy 
country.
We are not enemies for peaceful Russian people, but we 
are enemies to those who came to our land with death 
and destruction.
They will say that we are criminals and Nazi, but 
it is Russians who do not recognize Ukrainians as 
nation. They will say that we were making genocide 
of Russian speakers in Ukraine, but take a look to our 
President Volodymyr Zelensky who almost all his 
life was speaking Russian language and have Jewish 
background. So I ask you do not believe them!
For now my family and I are safe. We try to help our 
country as we can. Once more thank you, for your 
support and your government!” Thank you!

With best regards and grateful, 
Truly yours Oles from Ukraine

P.S. I have made some photos of Lviv so you can see a 
piece of city, it is city center with hidden from shelling 
monuments and windows, and some cafés where people 
are drinking coffee, sharing news and finding some 
piece of normality, like in Hemingway’s novels.”

Continued from p. 30 --



33

My siblings and I started emailing each other about 
this letter. “What can we do?” 
My sister wrote to Oles explaining about how we 
“know what Putin is up to” and nobody here or 
around most of the free world believes him. She 
also said “if you need anything...”
But between us we thought that the only things 
that we could do would be to offer our support 
emotionally and financially. Steven found out how 
we could wire money directly into Oles’s bank 
account. Many of us sent money.
Gary’s wife texted us that he was on his way to 
Poland! 
He “couldn’t just sit by while this was going on 
and now knowing that we had living relatives in 
Ukraine.” He felt the strong pull to go.
Although the younger men were required to stay 
and help fight, the first thing Gary did was work 
on getting the relatives who could leave — women, 
children and men younger than 18 and older than 
the 60 — out of Ukraine. Our cousin Oles had to 
stay and his Mother also stayed behind with him. 
The relatives who left are Oles’s dad, his second 
wife, her daughter and her daughter’s two children.

After my brother got an Airbnb for the relatives, he 
then dove in to help as many others leave Ukraine as 
safely as he could. 
When he left the U.S. he set up a Whatsapp stream and 
I could see “the activity,” which generated requests: 
many people here had family, a hairdresser’s sister, all 
needing to get out of Ukraine. My brother didn’t say 
no to anyone. Everything was “possible.” He got to 
the mark of helping 60 families get out of Ukraine. 
Then the press started. He got interviewed by 
many local Philadelphia stations. One of them ran 
the headline, “US man rescues family stranded in 
Ukraine.” | Morning in America
Suddenly he was getting interviewed. While doing 
these interviews, Gary told me that his work in 
Ukraine was helping him with his “vision” for his 
political stuff. What he loved about the people of 
Ukraine was how proud they were of their democracy. 
He said that he knew that he couldn’t influence the 
most extreme voters here but he could try to reach 
the people in the middle. His new tactic: unity and 
pride in our democracy.                       
He also met with some diplomats:                     >>

Continued from p. 32 --

Blotner cousins when they first arrived in Warsaw, Poland 
after leaving Lviv, Ukraine.
My brother Gary is second from the left. Gary with Ambassador to Poland Mark Brezinski, Con-

gressmen Jason Crow and Greg Meeks ( chairman of the US 
Foreign Relations Committee)
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We got another letter from our cousin Oles:
Dear cousins, 
Today is 14th of April, it is 50th day of full scale 
Russian war in Ukraine. A lot has happened since 
my last letter. The time before morning of 24th of 
February is almost lifelong away. I say “a lot has 
happened”, and I am not sure if I have right to speak 
about all that. Maybe it is survival’s guilt.
 But before I say anything else I want to say 
THANK YOU!
Thank You for your enormous respond and empathy. 
Since my last letter I have received letters from you, 
and even from your friends, people that did not know 
me or even about my existence, and this is remarkable. 
You have donated me 7000 USD. I am so grateful 
for that. I use this money to help Ukrainian Army. 
Thanks to my friend who was in Czech Republic 
we have bought 4 thermo-graphic cameras which is 
very important for soldiers to be safe at night. Also, 
I have transferred 1000$ to charity found by one of 
Ukrainian comedian who became a politic, no, not 
Zelenskyi this time, it is Serhii Prytula. And he has 
used money to buy bulletproof vessels and all road 
cars for Army.
Now I am searching for tourniquets which can save 
lives of soldiers on a battle field.
So, all this could happen only because of You!  
Thank You!
Also, I want to say special thanks to Gary Wasserson 
and all his family, wife Ellen, daughter Laura and 
her boyfriend Kevin. You probably know that month 
ago Gary, man of compassion, and man of action, 
despite all danger left everything in the US and 
traveled to Poland to arrange transfer of my father 
Volodymyr and his wife, with her daughter in law 
and two grandchildren to safe place, to Krakow. I 
have no words to describe how grateful we are for 
that. More of all Gary organized group of volunteers, 
who aims help to refugees and people who suffer 
in Ukraine. Last Saturday we met at the Polish-
Ukrainian border crossing, and this was very special 
moment. Gary was delivering aid to Ukrainian 
people, a van full of different thing that are needed in 
those days.
And he gave me promise that one day I will have 
opportunity to take him on tour in Lviv, my home 
city, Galicia and small villages that our ancestors 

where from. And actually, since we learned through 
Mal Blotner’s work about history of our family, I had 
dream that some day I could share my love and passion 
to this land with my cousins in the US.
Now I go back to my story. And actually, I cannot 
share with you battle field stories. Lviv, thanks God, 
is on the West of Ukraine and far from front line. First 
two-three weeks situation was quite nervous in the 
city, several times a day there were sirens, air strike 
alarms, rumors that Belarus army could attack from 
north, and it could make situation much worse. But 
Ukrainian Army, people, and international support, a 
special the support from the US government and people 
changed history, and changed the world.
They all made Russians withdraw from Kyiv, when 
Russian generals understood that they will not capture 
Ukraine’s capital. And they need some “victory” to 
show to Russian people, and now concentrating all 
efforts on capturing Donbas region in the East. But I 
believe that they will not succeed.
For all that time Lviv feel real war three times, once 
when military base near Polish boarder in town 
Yavoriv were hit, more than 30 people lost their lives, 
and when fuel base near Lviv and tank repairing 
factory were hit, and once when airplane repairing 
factory were hit.
Two weeks ago, I was driving two people, two older 
people, refugees from city of Mariupol, to the border 
where Gary’s volunteers met them and transferred 
to their daughter in Poland. We were chatting for 
something like hour, and I had understood that we did 
not see war. Mariupol was literally destroyed to the 
ground. City with almost half of million population. 
Artillery shelling, air strikes, tanks strikes – everything 
was there. Those two people said that they will never 
return to Mariupol, there is nothing to return to. First 
they lived in their flat without electricity and  heating, 
without windows, then they were living in basement, 
flat burned down, one day when husband was cooking 
outside building rocket hit nearby and he got wounded. 
It was truly miracle that they managed to leave city 
and get to Lviv, where I have met them.
And that day all horror of Bucha was revealed. If I 
manage to stay calm through that time, after crimes 
in Bucha it couldn’t be possible. Executions of peaceful 
people, rape, torturing. That all crashed me, and I 
believe everyone who heard about that.
Before war started, we heard that Russians bought 
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40,000 corpse bags. In that time we were thinking 
maybe they preparing for their losses, but actually, 
and now we know it for sure, they just were 
preparing for killing all active parts of society, they 
had lists of names, if you were active pro-Ukrainian, 
you were on those lists, and there was a bag for you.
Horror of Bucha was heartbreaking. Understanding 
the real aims of this war was like a cold shower. And 
now everyone understands who are Russians.
Sometime I read on Internet that not all Russians are 
bad, but no, 90% of them are supporting this war. 
Some say that Russians are under propaganda and 
if they knew, they would not let this happen. But no. 
it’s is their choice to be under propaganda. We live 
nearby, and through Soviet period of Russification, 
we learned the Russian language so we could see 
everything what was happening there. When 
Ukraine was fighting for democracy and freedom on 
two Maiden revolutions, Russians were for stability 
and for their government greatness. They wanted not 
freedom, but greatness. To rule world and show their 
power to the US. And all the West.
Of course, there were some decent people. But their 
number maybe hundreds. And in Russia live 140 
millions.
So when I hear something like there are good 
Russians, or Russians and Ukrainians are brothers, it 
causes only anger.
Now we are still fighting, we fight for freedom and 
truth. And our success is based on your support. Thank 
you!
With best regards and grateful,
Truly yours,
 Oles from Ukraine”

I was struck by two things in this letter from 
Oles. First was that the money that we sent to 
him thinking that he would use it personally for 
he and his Mother. To buy: food, and any other 
stuff that they might need, and seeing how he 
donated it to the Ukrainian army made me 
realize just how much he loves his country. He 
also wanted to help the Ukrainian people remain 
a democracy.
The second thing was how heart broken he 
was and angry about the genocides. He even 
questioned whether the Russian people really 

didn’t know what was going on. So sad.
My brother Gary in the meantime was making many 
connections in Poland. One man donated the use of 
his private jet, to help get people out. Israel donated 
6 ambulances. My brother got many people to help 
get other supplies: medicines, insulin, tourniquets.
One little boy was very ill and my brother (and 
all of his connections) were able to get him to a 
good facility in Poland. There were photos of the 
boy being carried face down in a sheet with his 
feet dangling off. Next was a photo of him sitting 
up with oxygen. The most recent photo is of him 
smiling, with no oxygen, and getting an award for 
“being a protector of his own life and a fighter.” It 
is so sweet.
My brother just got back to the PA area for a “10 
day rest” and then he and his wife Ellen are planning 
to go back to Poland. I am accepting that this is 
his calling for now. We are all very proud of Gary, 
but we worry about the stress and PTSD that he 
is dealing with, doing this humanitarian work. We 
also pray that he stays safe. He has been raising 
money and starting a non- profit organization for 
this work. He intends to try to help other refugees 
around the world.
He even mentioned that he is thinking of selling his 
boat to help the people of Ukraine. This is a very 
different “retirement plan” then he had initially 
intended.
He always reminds us that many people have helped 
him, and that he’s not the hero, they are.

Beth Wasserson Levine
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Searching for my grandfather / What Zelensky has given me
My mother would talk often about her father, my grandfather whom I’ve never met. Rabbi Levi 
Freund, Chief Rabbi of L’vov. He died of cancer during the Holocaust. My mother told me he’d 
had prophetic dreams of temples burning. 

Her identity, and therefore mine is that she was of 
Polish descent, but Jewish, which is to say that we 
are not really Polish. I’d tell people that my mother 
was from Poland, but less often did I claim the 
identity of Polish. And now L’vov is L’viv**, and L’viv 
is in the Ukraine. And the town Pzemśyl where my 
grandmother and her 6 siblings grew up is now on 
the Polish border to Ukraine, and its train station a 
relief center for Ukrainians fleeing.

My mother told me how during the war, the Bishop 
of L’vov came to my grandfather and offered to 
smuggle him and his family out. 
He answered, “I cannot leave my people.” 
And when Zelensky said he wanted ammunition not 
a ride out of Ukraine, I thought of my grandfather 
and how Zelensky’s example has allowed me to begin 
to root in the homeland, the actual land that part of 
my family came from, and how as a Jew from eastern 
Europe, there was always this sense that I wasn’t 
from anywhere, because “but, I’m Jewish.”
Now I realize that despite my mother’s stories, 
unlike every other lineage of grandparent, I know 
almost nothing about my grandfather. I don’t know 

** L’viv had many names. L’vov under the Russians, 
L’wow when it was Poland, Lemberg under the 
Habsburg Empire in the late 1700’s.

My mother Felice Herzl, nee Freund as a teenager 
before the war, probably around 1935 or 6.

Dr. Rabbi Levi Freund, dated 1911 from a photographer 
in Przemyśl
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his parents’ names, if he had siblings or even the 
town he was born in. I have to find this out. The 
one relative I remember meeting in Israel with his 
same last name, a cousin, is now dead. I might be 
able to track down his children. 
When I search his name online all I find is an article 
about how he was arrested in 1939 (https://www.
jta.org/archive/high-food-prices-intensifty-suffering-
in-lwow-chief-rabbi-seized) with L’vov, spelled yet 
another way: :L’wow. 
It is curious that someone of his stature is so erased. 
I’ve started to do some genealogy searches, and am 
still scratching the surface, but so far, I have not 
found anyone that knows him. Finding his story, his 
ancestry is an important step of placing myself into 
the landscape, the homeland of where I’m from. 

And now here in Ukraine is a Jewish president whose 
grandfather was the only one of four brothers who 
survived. A Jew whose family didn’t become refugees 
like mine, but who stayed. A Jew who refused to run 
saying: “I need ammunition, not a ride.” Who is on 
the street with his people, a Jewish president elected 
in a landslide. And his wife says “I love this land, I 
love this place.”
He has given me from a family of refugees who exiled 
themselves looking for safety, an opening on earth 
where my feet can begin to explore their ancestry of 
place.

Judy Herzl
Santa Fe, NM

Rinde Family Portrait, Esther Freund nee Rinde (first row on L, Dr. Rabbi Freund, first row, next to her, second from left, my 
mother is the baby on her grandfather’s Joseph Rinde’s lap and her sister, Stella is seated in front on the floor.)
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Commentators are saying that Vladimir Putin’s goal 
is to restore the Czarist Russian Empire, not the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. From around 
1895 to 1905, Russia sought expansion into northeast 
Asia to colonize a pacific port. The empire had 
been growing since the 17th Century, becoming the 
third largest in history after Britain and China. This 
period culminated in the Russo-Japanese War. 
Conscription for the army was prevalent. The 
Jewish men were often sent to the frontlines, 
exposed as cannon fodder. Russian imperialism was 
not their fight, so my mother’s parents, as teenagers, 
emigrated to the United States.
They came from the Ukrainian region called 
Ekaterinoslav, named for Czar Catherine the Great. 
It was in the southwest area north of Odessa. The 
region had diverse cultures and changing ethnic 
domination, from the early Mongol Tatars, Slavs, 
parts with Polish-Lithuanian control, then Austro-
Hungarian Empire and Russian divisions. 
However, a Ukrainian national identity began in the 
9th Century, and the region grew to be a cultural 
and political center in the 11th Century. 
It is likely Jews had settled there since the Roman 
Diaspora and destruction of Judea.  In the 18th 
century, residents of Russia were encouraged to 
populate Ukraine with citizenship recognition. 
Despite the romantic stories of Fiddler on the Roof 
shtetl life, most lived in cities. 
After the Russian Revolution, the Soviets erased 
all czarist culture and Ekaterinoslav was renamed 
Dnipropetrovsk after the local river.
I knew my maternal grandparents until age 13. 
Life for them centered around their five children 
and many grandchildren, all doing well in America. 
Little was said about the old country. Only by college 
did I learn about the complexity of migrations to 
America. 
Beginning in college sophomore year at Princeton, a 
group could enter the lottery to choose a dormitory 
section, called entryways, with a half dozen rooms. 
The 10 of us included a student with a strong 
Ukrainian identity whose family had settled in 
New Jersey. Frank once took us to an authentic 
restaurant for perogies in the East Village before 

it was gentrified. A scholar and activist, he became 
a Professor of Ukrainian Studies. I’m sure he was 
proud when Ukraine became independent again in 
1991, when the Soviet Union dissolved. 
Our Princeton group included Lucio, a recent Cuban 
émigré whose family fled Castro; Michael from 
Detroit, whose prior family originally came from 
Hungary; Gary from the mill town Springfield, Mass. 
area, whose grandparents were Polish; surfer Adrian 
from California with a Polish background; three 
New York/New Jersey Jewish guys, Dan, Richard 
and Charlie — all destined to be doctors; Lucas from 
Holland with Dutch and American parents; and yes, 
several generation anglo Allen from Minnesota.  
Why do I say 73 years to Taos? That’s the time from 
my grandparents’ immigration to me and Annette 
discovering Taos in 1968. We met in Chinle, Ariz., 
while doing service projects after college in the 
east. We are now retired from professional life, but 
work around the country and own plots in the Eretz 
Shalom Cemetery in Llano Quemado. 
How does this matter now? I think there are many 
possibilities of identity: national origin, religion 
born or chosen, skin color, gender, culture, tribe, and 
of course, mixtures of all of the above. Rather than 
divisions, genetic studies have usually confirmed 
diversity, rather than establish imposed categories 
like race. 
What can we learn from the current Russian invasion 
to dominate Ukraine? We are seeing how modern 
democracy can overcome prejudiced categories, as 
with a Jewish   president leading a predominately 
Catholic Ukraine. I have come to appreciate even 
more the many routes people take to wherever they 
find homelife. Also, that identity distinctions are 
important, but may also be transient. 
As The Rifters sing, “It’s a mighty world we live in, 
but the truth is, we’re only passin’ through.”

Richard Rubin
Richard Rubin lives in Arroyo Seco with his wife, 
Annette. This article first appeared in the Taos 
News,  and is reprinted with permission of the 
author.

From Ukraine to Taos in 73 years
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My mother and my Uncle Ralph were born and lived 
in a little shtetle not too far from Kiev. She was 10 
or 11, in 1921, when she arrived in Philadelphia with 
her brother Ralph and her mother, my Bubbie Sarah. 
She was also accompanied by cousins who were on 
the same ship. Bubbie did not want to leave Russia 
because she had a lover.
My grandfather had already been living at 2508 
North Corlies Street in Philadelphia and working 
as a carpenter for about 7 years. He was able to send 
enough money for them to travel 2nd class. Bubbie 
was very pretty and my cousin told me she actually 
got to sit at the Captain’s table. Who really knows. 
We do know that she was very pretty.
When she arrived at her new home in the 
Strawberry mansion area of Philadelphia, her 
mother introduced her to 2 men. One was tall and 
handsome and the other guy was little and not so 
handsome. She prayed at that moment that her 
father was the tall guy. Wrong. Not such a good 
start. But at least he was her uncle.
Zashkova was the name of the town in the Ukraine 
where they lived. The immigrants formed an 
organization here in the U.S. that was akin to 
our B’nai Shalom. It was called Zashkover unter 
something or other. I think it also had some kind of 
credit system or corporation attached where they 
could borrow and lend money to each other.
My brother told me that according to Ancestry their 
residence before leaving Europe was Nowosolky 
Gov. Wilna. They departed on the SS Zeeland from 
Antwerp, Belgium. We have the ship’s records for 
that. It turned out that my Aunt Lil came over on 
the same boat, a few years later. She married my 
Uncle Ralph.
My mother’s name got altered from Minnie to 
Mildred/Millie. She and Ralph suffered through 
many pogroms. Since you are reading this in a Jewish 
news letter I shall not define the word pogrom. 
While my Uncle Ralph was a baby there was such a 
pogrom. All the villagers left their homes and went 
to hide in ditches. My Uncle Ralph started to cry 
and the villagers told my Bubbie that she had better 
keep him quiet or they would. It was one baby or a 
whole village.

The Cossacks rode into the villages on their gigantic 
horses with their sabres hanging on their sides, 
frightening all the villagers because you never knew 
when they would use them. One day the villagers 
heard the Cossacks coming and my grandmother 
put lipstick dots all over my mothers’s face and 
when they came into the house she told them she 
had the measles and they hurriedly left.
To get to the ship that would take them to the United 
states they had to travel to Belgium where the port 
was. To do this they had to hide and find safe places 
to sleep because the Ukrainians could kill and rob 
them. One day my mother came back to where they 
were staying and told my Bubbie that she knew a 
way to be safe. She had spoken to a woman who 
told her what to do. When my grandmother asked 
her what it was, she said, “Convert!” My mother 
said she got the licking of her life.
 When I was growing up, Russia was our ally, so I 
considered myself Russian because my mother was 
born there. I loved Russian music and felt very 
emotional about it. I was proud of it. I loved all the 
dances, many of which are a part of Jewish tradition. 
Everyone knows “Fiddler On The Roof.” I still love 
Russian composers but not so much Russia. The 
Ukraine was part of Russia back then and, needless 
to say, the Ukranians were not very nice to the 
Jews. They also had soldiers who had sabres and 
rode roughshod into the villages scaring people and 
killing them at will. When everyone came to the aid 
of the Ukranians after Russia attacked, it was a very 
strange feeling.  After all, these are the people who 
raped and pillaged shtetles all over the Ukraine. 
Now they are the goodies. Life is some trip.
I cannot swear to the accuracy of everything I wrote; 
Antwerp, Belgium is a long way from Zashkova. But 
that’s what my brother Siggy ( Sigmund ) told me 
and I was not going to argue with him. 

BTW, guess who was popular when my brother was 
born?

Thelma Phyllis Landis

Russian Roots
This is a series of anecdotal tales from both my mother, my Bubbie and other 
relatives, rather than an essay.
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Go to Ukraine, my spaceships of peace, 
and stop the war.
Photographed in the east sky over the Encebado 
burn area, Taos Mesa, March 25, 2022.

Jenny Goldberg

A menorah was damaged by Russian shelling at 
the Drobytiskyi Yar Holocaust memorial complex 

in eastern Ukraine.
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Interesting Articles and Links

Shalom Hartman Institute podcasts
https://www.hartman.org.il/sheikh-jarrah-analysis-of-a-tragedy/
The great American Rabbi Shortage
https://mailchi.mp/shi.org.il/new-podcast-episode-289540?e=83b83be7c7

Tested by war, Ukraine’s Jews keep faith in their country
https://www.politico.eu/article/in-the-face-of-war-ukraine-jews-embrace-a-dual-identity/

Baking Challah in Dubai
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/26/world/middleeast/dubai-jewish-community.html

Jewish-Christian Relations are Suffering
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/jewish-christian-relations-suffering

Why We should Read Hannah Arendt Now
https://www.theatlantic.com/books/archive/2022/03/arendt-origins-of-totalitarianism-ukraine/627081/

How a Polarizing Best Seller Became Required Reading for Orthodox Jewish Women
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2022/04/orthodox-judaism-laura-doyle-the-surren-
dered-wife/629663/

Ukraine’s Jews in the middle of a war
https://www.hartman.org.il/ukraines-jews-in-the-middle-of-a-war/

Ukraine, Russia and the Unbearable Lightness of Never Again
https://www.hartman.org.il/ukraine-russia-and-the-unbearable-lightness-of-never-again/

The One and the Many: On Comparing the Holocaust
https://www.sourcesjournal.org/articles/the-one-and-the-many

Ukrainian Refugees and Holocaust Comparisons (podcast)
https://www.hartman.org.il/ukrainian-refugees-and-holocaust-comparisons/

Crisis in Ukraine: The Israeli Response
https://www.hartman.org.il/crisis-in-ukraine-the-israeli-response/

Remembering the Holocaust in Ukraine: Never Forget
https://www.hartman.org.il/remembering-the-holocaust-in-ukraine-never-forget/

Jewish News Syndicate — Israel: The world’s cleanest country
https://www.jns.org/opinion/israel-the-worlds-cleanest-country/

J Street — The Israeli Government’s Effort to take over East Jerusalem
https://jstreet.org/the-israeli-governments-effort-to-take-over-east-jerusalem/#.Ym_sMpLMJqs             >>
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J Street policy on Refugees
https://jstreet.org/policy/refugees/#.Ym_s15LMJqs

NYT — Delayed Philip Guston show opens
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/01/arts/philip-guston-show-debate.html?algo=combo_lda_
clicks_norm_20_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20220501&fellback=-
false&imp_id=748782763&instance_id=60163&nl=for-you&nlid=367691&rank=3&regi_id=367691&req_
id=318045025&segment_id=90992&surface=for-you-email-discover&user_id=18ccfc3002053de-
b92a6f3ef0b2530ff&variant=0_combo_lda_clicks_norm_20_diversified

Evolve — Revelation can be terrifying
https://evolve.reconstructingjudaism.org/revelation-can-be-terrifying/

Washington Post — Is Judaism an ethnicity? a race? a nationality?
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2019/12/19/is-judaism-an-ethnicity-race-nationali-
ty-trump-signs-an-order-provokes-an-identity-crisis/

An illustrated exploration of Jewishness in contemporary Russia
https://jewishcurrents.org/jewish-essay?mc_cid=6d59765577&mc_eid=bc52e1a4b1

Hadassah Magazine — Jewish Women fight Period Poverty
https://www.hadassahmagazine.org/2021/09/02/jewish-women-fight-period-poverty/

High Country News — What the Ukraine war means for Western lands
http://list.hcn.org/dm?id=6F484DB0ED49917BA7CF63501D4CA0C54FE0885A385AD923

NY Review of Books — A fascist hero in democratic Kiev
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2010/02/24/a-fascist-hero-in-democratic-kiev/

Jewish Currents — Death of acclaimed Al Jazeera journalist, Shireen Abu Akleh
https://jewishcurrents.org/newsletter/tuesday-news-bulletin-5-17-22?mc_cid=ea304e3e2e&mc_eid=bc52e-
1a4b1

Kalush Orchestra - Stefania - Ukraine — Eurovision 2022 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiEGVYOruLk

“German Jews and the Persistence of Jewish Identity in Conversion” with Author Angela Botelho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mDvztewMEs

https://jstreet.org/policy/refugees/#.Ym_s15LMJqs 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/01/arts/philip-guston-show-debate.html?algo=combo_lda_clicks_norm_20_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20220501&fellback=false&imp_id=748782763&instance_id=60163&nl=for-you&nlid=367691&rank=3&regi_id=367691&
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/01/arts/philip-guston-show-debate.html?algo=combo_lda_clicks_norm_20_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20220501&fellback=false&imp_id=748782763&instance_id=60163&nl=for-you&nlid=367691&rank=3&regi_id=367691&
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/01/arts/philip-guston-show-debate.html?algo=combo_lda_clicks_norm_20_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20220501&fellback=false&imp_id=748782763&instance_id=60163&nl=for-you&nlid=367691&rank=3&regi_id=367691&
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/01/arts/philip-guston-show-debate.html?algo=combo_lda_clicks_norm_20_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20220501&fellback=false&imp_id=748782763&instance_id=60163&nl=for-you&nlid=367691&rank=3&regi_id=367691&
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/01/arts/philip-guston-show-debate.html?algo=combo_lda_clicks_norm_20_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20220501&fellback=false&imp_id=748782763&instance_id=60163&nl=for-you&nlid=367691&rank=3&regi_id=367691&
https://evolve.reconstructingjudaism.org/revelation-can-be-terrifying/ 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2019/12/19/is-judaism-an-ethnicity-race-nationality-trump-signs-an-order-provokes-an-identity-crisis/ 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2019/12/19/is-judaism-an-ethnicity-race-nationality-trump-signs-an-order-provokes-an-identity-crisis/ 
https://jewishcurrents.org/jewish-essay?mc_cid=6d59765577&mc_eid=bc52e1a4b1 
https://www.hadassahmagazine.org/2021/09/02/jewish-women-fight-period-poverty/ 
http://list.hcn.org/dm?id=6F484DB0ED49917BA7CF63501D4CA0C54FE0885A385AD923 
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2010/02/24/a-fascist-hero-in-democratic-kiev/ 
https://jewishcurrents.org/newsletter/tuesday-news-bulletin-5-17-22?mc_cid=ea304e3e2e&mc_eid=bc52e1a4b1 
https://jewishcurrents.org/newsletter/tuesday-news-bulletin-5-17-22?mc_cid=ea304e3e2e&mc_eid=bc52e1a4b1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiEGVYOruLk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mDvztewMEs 

